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" The Way here set forth is indeed the teaching be-
queathed by Our Imperial Ancestors, to be observed alike
by Their Descendants and the subjects, infallible for all ages
and true in all places. It is Our wish to lay it to heart in
all reverence, in common with you Our Subjects, that we may
all thus obtain the same virtue." Baron Kikuchi, former
Minister of Education in Japan, writing of this rescript says :
" The relation between the Imperial House and the people, in-
timately connected with the ancestor worship or the reverence
for ancestors, is indeed the basis of our education. The very
way in which this rescript has been at once received as the
true and adequate basis of our moral education, and the
reverence in which it is held, show sufficiently clearly the
special nature of this relation which has existed without
interruption for over twenty-five centuries." Truly, as a
recent Japanese author on the awakening of Japan has
remarked, " that sacred conception (Mikado) is the thought
inheritance of Japan. Mythology has consecrated it, history
has endeared it, and poetry has idealised it" It is evident
that in all this we have all the essentials of a religion, of a
supra-social and a supra-rational force, which binds men
together, and which exalts the individual by setting before
him an ideal which governs his whole life and his every
action, which, in a word, transcends himself.

Shortly after the Russo-Japanese War the Japanese
Minister of Education stated that: "From what we have
experienced during the last two years of gigantic struggle,
we have reason to be satisfied with the practical working of
our moral teaching. The men who have fought on the
battlefield, and people at home who have borne the sacrifice
so courageously, have almost all been brought up under the
present system of moral instruction."

The Japanese Government has found it necessary to
issue, under its own authority, a series of moral text-books,
graded for the different ages of the children in the primary
schools, and now permits the use of no other books than
the official ones; and special attention is paid to the duties